
PARCC Update & 
Review of Educator Resources 
Callie Riley, Senior Policy Associate, PARCC, Inc. 

 

@Callie_DC and @PARCCPlace 
#askPARCC 



What is PARCC? 
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•  PARCC	  members:	  12	  states	  +	  DC	  
•  5	  million	  students	  in	  2014-‐15	  

PARCC Membership 



PARCC Tests: Developed by 
States 
• Measure	  problem-‐solving	  and	  cri2cal	  thinking	  skills	  and	  the	  full	  
range	  of	  standards	  

• Give	  2mely	  feedback	  to	  teachers	  and	  students	  on	  strengths	  and	  
weaknesses,	  allowing	  teachers	  to	  beEer	  meet	  student	  needs	  

• Determine	  whether	  students	  are	  on	  track	  for	  college	  or	  career	  

• Include	  a	  wri2ng	  component	  at	  every	  grade	  level	  

• Use	  Universal	  Design	  principles	  to	  create	  accessible	  tests	  

• Allow	  comparison	  across	  schools,	  districts	  and	  states	  
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Assessment System 
Summa2ve	  Assessments	  

	  

ELA/Literacy,	  grades	  3-‐11	  
Math,	  grades	  3-‐8	  

HS:	  Algebra	  I,	  II,	  Geometry,	  	  
Performance-‐Based	  &	  End-‐of-‐Year	  
Computer-‐Based	  &	  Paper-‐Based	  

Measures	  
	  

Reading	  
WriVng	  

CriVcal	  Thinking	  
MathemaVcs	  

Math	  Reasoning	  &	  Problem-‐Solving	  
	  

Computer-‐Based	  

Items	  Engage	  Students	  
Results	  Teachers	  Can	  Use	  

Cost-‐effecVve	  
	  



Summative Assessments 

ELA/Literacy	  
Wri2ng	  essays	  drawing	  evidence	  
from	  sources,	  including	  mul2-‐
media	  	  
	  
Math	  
Solving	  mul2-‐step	  problems	  that	  
require	  reasoning	  and	  address	  
real	  world	  situa2ons	  
	  
	  
	  

ELA/Literacy	  
Demonstra2ng	  comprehension	  	  
of	  literary	  and	  informa2onal	  
texts	  
	  
Math	  
Demonstra2ng	  understanding	  of	  
concepts,	  fluency,	  and	  
applica2on	  of	  knowledge	  

Performance-‐Based	  Component	  
(PBA)	  

End-‐of-‐Year	  Component	  
(EOY)	  

PBA	  and	  EOY	  Combined	  =	  Total	  Score	  
Prac2ce	  Tests:	  hEp://parcc.pearson.com/sample-‐items/	  	  



Formative Tools 

Diagnos2c	  Assessments	  

Mid-‐Year	  /	  Interim	  
Assessments	  

K-‐1	  Tools	  

Speaking	  and	  Listening	  

•  All	  tools	  will	  be	  available	  for	  
schools	  to	  purchase	  in	  
2015-‐2016	  

•  Schools	  can	  volunteer	  to	  
parVcipate	  in	  the	  field	  test	  in	  
spring	  of	  2015	  

•  InformaVon	  will	  be	  sent	  to	  
superintendents	  November	  
2014	  

•  Field	  Test	  parVcipaVon	  will	  
result	  in	  a	  decreased	  
purchase	  price	  



Formative Tools 

•  Grades	  2-‐8	  
•  Reading,	  Wri2ng,	  Math	  
•  Computer-‐based,	  adap2ve	  
•  Designed	  to	  pinpoint	  

students’	  strengths	  and	  
weaknesses	  

	  

Diagnos2c	  Assessments	  
Mid-‐Year	  /	  Interim	  

Assessments	  
•  Grades	  3-‐11	  
•  ELA/Literacy	  and	  Math	  
•  Computer-‐	  and	  paper-‐based	  test	  

modules	  
•  Designed	  to	  mirror	  summa2ve	  

assessments	  and	  to	  use	  for	  
instruc2onal	  purposes	  

	  K-‐1	  Tools	   Speaking	  and	  Listening	  
•  Grades	  K-‐1	  
•  Reading	  and	  math	  
•  Checklists,	  running	  records,	  
performance	  tasks	  	  

•  Links	  to	  interven2ons/
enrichments	  

	  

•  Grades	  3-‐12	  	  	  
•  Performance-‐based	  ac2vi2es	  
•  Spontaneous	  oral	  response	  
to	  oral	  prompt;	  share	  
findings	  of	  research	  in	  an	  
oral	  presenta2on	  

	  



How did the field test go? 
And what’s next? 



The Stats 

Students	  

14	  +	  D.C.	  
Schools	  

>	  1,000,000	  

States	  

	  	  	  
16,000	  

	  

ü Technology	  system	  plaborm	  
worked	  well	  

ü Students	  took	  less	  2me	  than	  
an2cipated	  	  

ü Prac2ce	  tests	  and	  tutorials	  set	  
students	  up	  for	  success	  

ü Test	  administra2on	  manuals	  
need	  refinement	  	  



What We Heard 

“I	  like	  this	  test	  so	  
much	  more	  than	  
[the	  state	  test]	  
because	  it	  makes	  
you	  think.”	  

(from	  media	  interview)	  

	  
“…yes	  there	  was	  
hard	  parts	  but	  
there's	  always	  
gonna	  be	  hard	  
quesVons	  in	  life.”	  

(from	  student	  survey)	  

	  

	  
“Something	  about	  the	  
test	  was	  that	  there	  
were	  quesVons	  that	  
you	  had	  to	  go	  back	  in	  
the	  story	  to	  look	  for	  
the	  answer”	  

(from	  student	  survey)	  

	  

	  
“…	  	  Time	  seemed	  just	  
right.	  	  Students	  really	  
enjoyed	  the	  movies,	  and	  
seemed	  more	  engaged	  in	  
their	  wriVng.”	  

(from	  test	  administrator	  survey)	  

	  

	  

“The	  language	  used	  
in	  the	  [test	  manual]	  
direcVons	  was	  
unnecessarily	  
complex	  and	  could	  
have	  been	  
simplified.”	  
	  

(from	  school/district	  survey)	  

	  



Field	  Tests/	  
PracVce	  Tests	  

First	  Full	  
Scale	  PARCC	  
Assessment	  
Feb.	  16-‐	  June	  5	  

	  

DiagnosVc	  
Assessments	  
&	  FormaVve	  

Tools	  
OpAonal	  

	  	   2015	  	  

Fall	  Block	  
AdministraVon	  

Dec.	  1-‐Jan.	  16	  

	  
	  

Research	  From	  
Field	  Test	  	  
Results	  

	  
	  

SPRING	   FALL	   WINTER	   SPRING	   FALL	  SUMMER	  

Performance	  
Level	  

Standard	  
Segng	  

2014	  	  

Online	  
PracVce	  Tests	  

Field	  Test	  
Lessons	  

Learned	  Report	  

AddiVonal	  
PracVce	  tests	  

	  Including	  	  
PBA	  for	  	  math	  

Score	  Report	  
Design	  

Cut	  Scores	  for	  
College	  &	  Career	  

Readiness	  
DeterminaVon	  

Release	  
Test	  Results	  

SUMMER	  

What’s Next? 



What type of PARCC resources are 
available for educators? 



Instructional Leaders 
Toolkit Available	  November	  2014	  

	  

	  

Coming	  soon:	  hEp://parccforleaders.org	  	  	  
	  



Professional Learning Modules 

	  

Available	  online:	  
hEp://www.parcconline.org/professional-‐learning-‐modules-‐parcc-‐assessments	  	  

	  

• Now:	  PARCC:	  An	  Overview	  and	  The	  
PARCC	  Accessibility	  System	  

• Coming:	  Mid-‐Year	  Assessments,	  
DiagnosVc	  Assessments,	  and	  
Speaking	  and	  Listening	  

	  



ASCD EduCore: iTunes U 
Common Core Resource 
Collections 

	  

Available	  online	  and	  on	  iTunes	  U:	  
hEp://educore.ascd.org/channels/view.aspx?guid=02d1bb32-‐0584-‐4323-‐908e-‐

df822f4fc68f&tab=4	  	  
	  

•  Developed	  collaboraVvely	  between	  
ASCD	  educators,	  Apple	  DisVnguished	  
Educators	  and	  PARCC	  Educator	  Leader	  
Cadre	  members	  

•  ELA	  K-‐8;	  9-‐10;	  11-‐12	  
• Math	  K-‐8;	  Alg	  I;	  Geom;	  Alg	  II	  
	  



PBS Learning Media CLOs 

	  

Available	  online:	  
hEp://www.pbslearningmedia.org/search/?q=PARCC&selected_facets=	  	  

	  



Educator Leader Cadre Portal:  
A Public Portal for Educator 
Resources 

	  

Available	  online:	  hEp://parcc.nms.org	  	  
	  



The Teaching Channel: 
Instructional Supports Mini-Modules 
and New ELC Portal 

	  

Coming	  soon:	  
hEps://www.teachingchannel.org/home/parcc	  	  

Available	  December	  2014	  
• Mini-‐Modules:	  Developed	  
collaboraVvely	  the	  Teaching	  Channel,	  
PARCC	  staff	  members	  and	  AFT	  and	  
NEA	  members	  

•  New	  Portal:	  Will	  replace	  current	  ELC	  
Portal	  and	  house	  educator	  resources	  

	  



Available	  November	  2014	  
• Guided	  pracVce	  test	  experience	  
•  See	  the	  difference:	  
	  

Pre:	  Common	  Core	  Grade	  4	   PARCC-‐	  Common	  Core	  Grade	  4	  

Take the Test Website 



Top 12 Resources for Educators 
Guide 

	  

Available	  online:	  hEp://www.parcconline.org/top-‐12-‐resources-‐educators	  	  



Model Content Frameworks 
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Use	  the	  PARCC	  Frameworks	  
Browsers	  for	  

English	  Language	  Arts/
Literacy	  and	  Mathema2cs	  to	  
access	  and	  search	  online	  
versions	  of	  the	  Model	  
Content	  Frameworks.	  

	  
Available	  online:	  

www.parcconline.org/parcc-‐
model-‐content-‐frameworks	  	  



Performance-Level Descriptors 

Available	  online:	  hEp://parcconline.org/plds	  	  



Text Complexity Worksheets 
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For	  more	  informa2on	  about	  text	  selec2on:	  
hEp://www.parcconline.org/sites/parcc/files/PARCCCombinedPassageSelecVonGuidelinesandWorksheets.pdf	  	  



Blueprints 

Available	  online:	  hEp://www.parcconline.org/assessment-‐blueprints-‐test-‐specs	  	  



Sample Items 

Available	  online	  (PDF):	  hEp://www.parcconline.org/assessment-‐blueprints-‐test-‐specs	  	  

Available	  online	  (TEI):	  hEp://parcc.pearson.com/sample-‐items/	  	  



Technology Tutorial 

	  

Available	  Online:	  hEp://parcc.pearson.com/tutorial/	  	  



Q&A 



How can I contact PARCC? 



criley@parcconline.org	  	  	  
	  	  

@PARCCPlace	  	  

www.parcconline.org	  
 

Sign	  up	  for	  the	  	  
PARCC	  Updates	  

Newsleger	  

Updates and More 
Information 


